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MafiM Corps, and | would like to ibnhk everyone at K&msbhe Bay und Marine 
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tor Hum hard work, particularly SSgt Christopher Grey who waa an adapmbjo, 
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Squadron, especially Copt Roy Kempier. and Elio crew of (he Flight Clearance 
office, 

l must also thank Nikon UK Lid, and John ffitchtonh fn particular, for help with 
mpUpment. All the photograph* in this book were shot with Nikon cameras and 
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tn common with many military miiallnCtoiu, MCAS Kaneohe Ray 1* 4 closed bane. 
To enter the base you. musl have a valid r«*bn for being there and the visit 
must be arranged in advance, 
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Front cover A dissected ’Fiog' on 
tho Kaneohe ramp. The abundance of 
hatched maintenance panels on the 
venerable CH--46 aid the grounderew 
immensely when servicing this 
weary workhorse between sorties, 
This camouflaged C1M$£ belongs to 
HMM-282 

Back cover White the 'groundie 1 
give* the nose gear the ftna] once 
over, the pitot eomptales his pie high! 
checks. This particular F/A-10C is the 
personal mount of VMFA-EJE's 
conutianidtng officer, hence the 
colourful ■RedDorilr' motif jusi 
forward of the cockpit 


Tide pig« Visiting RF-lt uii on 10 
the runway lo wart die second leg uf 
their journey home to H Toro, 
California. Kaneohe Bay is an 
important stopping-off point for 
Marine Corps aircraft creasing the 
Pacific 

Bight A CH-WE crew prepares to 
take-off. The venerable Sea Knight, 
the Marine Corps" ubiqulton* cargo 
helicopter, is the most common type 
of bird on the Kaneohe Bay ramp 
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Introduction 


On 7 December ] EMI , Japanese forces struck a 
bJow against the United States which propelled 
both countries into World War Z, The Brat 
bombs fell not on Pearl Harbor, however, but on 
a email Naval Air Elation just over the mountains, 
in Kaneohe Bay. The aim was to knock out the 
station's aircraft mainly PBY Catalinas before 
the main attack began on the fleet at Pearl, just 
minutes later, 

The beautiful Mokapu Peninsula, on (he south¬ 
east side of Oahu, Hawaii, first became home to 
naval aviators when a small seaplane base was 
built in 1939. But its history goes back much 
further. According to Hawaiian legend, life on 
Earth started when the gods created Mon from 
the sands of one of its beaches. There are 
ancient burial grounds here, and the Nuupia 
Ponds, which virtually cut off the peninsula from 
the rest of the island, are ancient fish farms. 

The isolation appealed to the Marino Corps 
which started occupying the area in 1953 with a 
Marine-Air Ground Task Force. By 1956, airfield 
operations at Marine Corps Air Station Kaneohe 
Bay were in full swing and the task force became 
the 1st Marine Expeditionary Brigade, a vital 
part of the Fleet Marine Force, Pacific (FMFPac). 

The remoteness is good news for non-military 
occupants, too The security or the base provides 
protection for many species of wildlife. The 
Marines' care for the land they inhabit has 
resulted m the Air Station picking up eight 
conservation and environmental awards. And 
they also win the gratitude of local and visiting 
bird, watchers who have enjoyed the base's 
frequent wildlife tours. 

However, the main activity on (he Peninsula is 
strictly military, The 1st Marine Expeditionary 


Brigade is a unique outfit within the Marine 
Corps in that it has all types of unit, from grunts 
ic zQomies, all gathered in one place. 
Headquarters units, fighter squadrons, helo 
squadrons, infantry, amphibious assault units, 
artillery and recon units all (rain and operate 
together. 

Aviation is the province of Marine Air Group 
Z4. Fast jet operations are taken care of by three 
fighter/attack squadrons VMFA-21 Z r -232 and 
-235 who early in 19B9 traded in their old F-4 
Phantom 11s for brand new FJA-ISC Hornets. 
Helicopter e are even more numerous, with one 
CH-S3D Sea Stallion squadron (HMH-463) and 
four CH-46E Sea Knight squadrons, HMM-165. 
-262,-265 and-364. 

The lat MEB's main ground combat element is 
the 3rd Marine Regiment (Reinforced), the 
largest infantry regiment in the Corps. They're 
backed up by Brigade Services Support Group l 
(supply, maintenance, transport and medical 
battalions) and the let Radio Battalion. 

One of the Brigade's major roles is in support 
of the Marine Prepositioning Ships programme, 
where container ships loaded with equipment 
and ordnance patrol strategically important 
parts ol the world, If trouble flares up 
somewhere, the Corps simply rendezvous with 
the ships, picks up its gear and goes into action. 

The other main tenant on the base is the Naval 
Ocean System Center, a research, development, 
teat and evaluation laboratory. MCAS Kaneohe 
Bay is now home to 15,000 Marines, sailors and 
their families, who enjoy this idyllic environment 
Of sun, sand, surf and fast j ots. 
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Hawaiian Hornets 



Loft Tli* FfA-18 Komai us a vtruuJt machine. It's rvplrang both lheF-4 
Phantom 11 and the JW Corsair *» a dual role fighler/anadt aircraft. The! ha* led 
So cm ton am? oS st as a ‘jack ol all trades, master of none'. And ila operational 
radius cl ar oend l«lkmu said by acme 1o be too short ter a eartie r-based 
aiudk plane- YeS die Ho mol quickly wins friends among pilots for its agility and 
handling. Thn prototype, the flotthrop YJ-17 Cobra. wa= a competitor lo t the 
USAF Air Combat Fjghier programme, bm lost out to tha F-16. the ftavy bleed 
the book of the aircraft. and appotnlod McDonnell Douglas as the main contractor 
io dovelqp n an the F/ft- 3 0 The machine* at Kaneohe Bay are ad C- model* 


Below The largo loading edge extensions [LEX} running from the w,irig «ndor 
the cockpit, give the Hornei a hybrid wmg. providing increased etaMiTy at high 
angles of attack and bolter handling at transonic speeds. They also aa.ra 
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Juki The exhaust nostei al<he Genet ni Electric H(H engine*are [airly small, 
making the aircraft to to conapicnoaw «vd helping to keep dawn its infrared 
ngnitun 


Left fte.Labifny is turning ow to be ono of the HottioI'b strong paims, apart from 
naiiy problems with the engines Maintenance peteonnul who uiedioeou 
extra life out of Ihe F-4s have comparatively ltnle to do, and many have boon 
reassigned :o other jobs. This newly .itnv«d aircraft u wailing to get checked 
Qtll before joining Iu. companions in VMFA-332 


Above btfliiLiaining ihoHomMcoukl hardly bo oanoF- Waul lo knout where die 
probtom w?Juit ask the computer The Built-In Teel Equipment system provides 
Lntomiauan about tauhs on the cockpit mufo. motto display Mosl of the avtaiuei 
am built around hne replaceable units, which con be quickly awappod. Ceituig 
tnaide is easy mo, as the aircraft has 307 mov* doors, over half with quick 
release latches, and most accessible' from deck level 


u 




A Warn*t wait* in the fata for ill him <& rnfogf m the high-speed pit *. K-Bay has 
Jour relneUih^pit*, aJihough li gmn pt ally lues only two at a time, as most 
iniiugjifl are two-ship *01110* 
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*Ph& hdghfpoed pns are aafjabhs of 
pupiqnng around 3000 gaJIoni a( JP-3 
into a iJuraty ffsnuH in juH five 
musbina. Tqnwiroimd tune can bo 
ovon leu if they ito ;uui BJflng Ihou 
intomil tamlti. w^hjch have a capaeny 
Ol tfSO gaUnnj. And ll'l IW)[ Jilit 
Horpaia moit ether iypm □[ abend 
are cudameri tax ihe pin 
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Above Ion Qn« gf VMFAjaa'i 

gels a once-aver from the 
ground craw botaro a. hop. Ac the 
ume ihn picture* wore taken, Ihe 'Rad 
Deni*' had only lull then 
complement af atrenfl. and ihecr 
■litor squadron. VWA-23S 'Death. 
Angola", had yec to receive than Er*t! 

Solow loll Cal Gary Etslon, MAG¬ 
EES COtnnULndL'ng officer, climb* 
aboard tua aircraft. As a single 
soaier, Ihe H&mei pate a grnatgr 
worlt load tm iho p|]m than two- 
*e«lor* like the Phantom EL But this u 
Largely aUeviaiod by die fly-by-wire 
cqnirul* and Ihe gies* cockpn, which 
prevent the piles being overwhelmed 



Right Cal Satan's 'mngnun for this 
aortiD u 1.1 Cel George TulJoa. 
VMFA-EHa's conuiundtng atteai, 
who In wan hug far the signal to go 
before- dosing the pan op v and laming 
ool to Ihe holding point. The 
two-piece canopy gives excellent 
Visibility, and is designed so that die 
from part hinges upwards, giving 
access sa ihe instrument* far 
msintonanoe 
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Pan of the Hemet's agility u duo id ui jmall sue end weigh!. The fuselage u 
maiidy aluminium. but graphite/apodiy materials me used cits naively, 
especially an ihe tail, eieniDra «i4 wings. This is largely a result at McDonnell 
Dgiaglnfl - owponence with the Huirtai H 


IS 












A VM FA-2 IE Home;: i'&IH back tg ihe ramp aJler a. Benia. Ilwu probably a ]ong 
ralMuirt as ihg ajicraft 15 carrying a SIB gaUemn drgp innfc gg lh@ ceEUieliaie 
haidtpoint 
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Ab dvd A pair nf I{oih,e 3 Li Ki*rt ihfltr odce-olf run, es seen from the control tower 
Although U"s a BiualS runway, random take-ofls ue the net ni 


Right A Hornet driver lighu up the bbrnera elthe twinF404-CE-J00engines m 
tu» Liunchos on a night hop This low ■ bypass mrboJan was developed -specially 
tor the Northrop P- 530 (YP- IT) Cobra, the direct piedocessa: of the Hemei 


Inset Chin of thernntn irraprpvenwmU. made when the YF-17 developed into the 
Fi'A-lSwas the general beefing up of the undercarriage. TT.u original wu Sure 
for Alt Porce-iype operand™ out ot oirheW* bur hcpo|o*B ter the ngouri of 
carrier life 
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[nut A Hornet drives Item VMFA- 
212 gt-Ls hi* wiiculs up m he roan out 
on a (Tiitung sortie. Typical i ramitig 
muaioiu indodo ordnsinoe and 
tigtiler weapons, phoio 
reooniuiiMajninj, and nrpprewion of 
enemy air defences 


Main piclure Sfi.lJ using full 
afterburner so get his speed up, a 
■ Lancer' bLnatH gait. Reheat IE atlO 
used to boost the Homers sp««4 io its 
m.i*tmurn Mach 18 















JUiflVB Neatly tunmumn^ die 
cbaego* ihai hod j usl been wt ought at 
K-Bay, a PhantomU (actuiLUy an RF4C 
from VMFP-3 baaed at El Toro} 
ptepaios to leave while a Homot 
arrive*. Boycnd the end ol the 
runway are die water* at the bay, and 
beyond tha i nvounliiins. Arriving 
aircraft approach iha atrip in 4 
dosKending turn 


Right Without stare* an the hard 
poLntp, the Hornet Leaps otf die 
runway m ju*t 4 fraction o! the space 
token by (he earlier Phantom*. The 
ooi** I»vb] ip considerably tower, 100 





























Above The Hornet's ioId as a cornel 
based aircraft is reveal ad by the 
folding winghps, used to conserve 
space. However, the Homal is 
alroadv a cOmpacL aircraft 


as 


































A VMFA-232 'Red Devils' bud sue lea power irom a mobile gutictaEot whilaithe 
gteLuul crow perform* pro-flight chock*. Kgw?T#r. the Komol dec* carry an 
auxiliary power generator, which la need to provide juice lor the computer end 
aVIObLts systems during nusmlunamro 
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Tfwj muia-tifiJ iwin_ angled iatl fin# help 
reduce the ftorasi'i radit iignaiure 
(mil eliminate effect* of body vurtice# 
al tugh angle* of alWCfc. Early 
production wanton# of the Home! 
Buffered stress problem On, dua imJ 
fin#, but Lhn problem wee solved with 
small adengtheiung pUle# 










Above left The once gJonouity huialdic muikingi at Iasi jels have now berm 
reduced tothe monotony of airsupenonty grey with low-vimlHlity markings, as 
shown by the tail of this VMFA^t3a "Red Devils' Hornet. The yellow, green 
■tripe* ue formsuatt lights 


Above right The bumps ar the sap of the mU ot Oils YMFA-S L 3 aircraft are: a 
navigation light. antennae fincltiding a rear-facing radar warning antennal and, 
piri above the rudder, the square luel ]eiusgn. pipe. The small, square 
reinforcing lugs ate also visible rear live bottom of the fin 

Right K.Bay's Home)® sit ouiside much of the tune, only being stored away in 
the hangars at weekends, when flying operations are rare 

Inset The CWM-S pod swevlnles a Sidewinder tnusUefor combal exercises. 
The versatile Hornet u capable of hauling tfl.000 Lbs of payload which might 
btdude the Sidewinder end Sparrow air-to-air missiles, Maverick and HARM 
lur-to-ground weapons. Rnckeye, Walleye end Iron bomb*, Harpoon anti-ship 
moailci end so Op- The enact configuration depends on whether it's hlkng the 
fighter or attack role, but one standard piece ot kit 1* the MG1A1 Vulcan cannon 
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TraitsPac 


Ite poaw on in the middle el the PactBt 

mikM K ■ Bny an idool Hopping ofl 

poini (or Marine Cetpa .me: nil 
Irevelling bo (w o on (he Fa r Eaa( end 
(he ODimiumul USA. Tr ans-Paciftc 
(TTanaPac) flights typically nay a day 
&r cwo while, the crpwp rest and Uw 
■anerali uc reJueUed and checked 
over 
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Flooding a blast from Hi* put, '5pecteia F cE VMFP-3, based at E! Tqto, give an 
ld*tt Olwfull £h» E^y I'atpp |*c*Bd ItfCo When U *W ptrpidsMiia tf T**». the 
'Speciera' should soon begm Hying choir own version of the Hornet, McDonnell 
OchijLil* cujrondy worWng on the F/A-lafllQ, a tocco opiimlred vehrian erfihif 
rwin mb' Delta 1 model 









































Abate Keeping 


oven phfljily 


ittar a downpour (ha !emp«r«iiiei u 
K.lSaf cin imr Men! mtws lump *0 
canopiee popped open unui ihe Laic 
ruinate ip **314 broiling in tho boat 

Left Willing far Ihe pellem la dear, 
two RF-4G&hunker down an the 
ta.xiw.ay while liw runway 10 being 
used by returning FfA- i Be. the 
Fhnnlom lie are Btartrng the eecond 
Ssg of their journey home in El Toro 













ffewlftr SniWa Hiecdi iholr Lags 

itionlf after Unding. Thew 
Grnmnum EA '603- at VMAQ 2 
'Playboys' are normally based at 
Chorry Pdiril. North Oarolina, which 
u where they were headed altar 
they'd rested 











Eaaentially a derivative of the A-6 
Inirudier, £h* Prowler An.wta only 30 
per cent porta commonality with its 
«f1ht rvhtiTQ. The EA-6 mlanon la 
alecneme intelligence and l counter' 
tuBMureo. In addition to the pilot, live 
ULrcralt cariiel throe El erlicjmcH 
Counler-meaiurEW Officers (ECMO) 
whose job la to detect enemy r adar 
which might be directing' m, twites, 
uiti-au craft Sire er lighters and 
jam il 
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Thin page The aircraft axe rotualJgd 
u'nrriEdiqiO'ly, even through they may 
not be Dying again tar a cUy or two, 
This helps prevent water 
etmdansanon in live gas links a 
particularly ctmunon hwmrtl in 
Hawaii's humid atmosphere 












KJghl TJ'.ij Ebiw-.iid avionics a ay is 
just one of tins many nooks and 
crannies ihu th* craw uses In stow It* 
luggage 













A small cwncwmon !o vanity, the 
flighi leader '■ aircraft sports a blwk 
tail Thu scheme harks back to 


farmer 'glory days' cE VMAQ--2 when 
all vqiudron Proarfai* we™ jot-bEsck 
tails and bold white Playboy bunnies 


F« Tight Oxygen cylinders are 
taken from ihe Frowfar* far 
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Ground crew* give die Prowlfrm' *y*tdm* i BjujJ. oiwo-ovur be-id re doling 
dAwtifor die Mghc 










Right Wunehod down on the transit 
har d stands. this KC* IMF ha* finished 
its lob oE slaking the thirsts of this 
Prowlers- Alio from Cherry Point, it 
provides backup and imhight 
refuelling for (he jets 

lflMl A C-0„ One of two operating out 
of Cherry Point, has also escorted the 
ProwJncs, carrying ground and 
ancillary personnel 
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The ‘Frog* 


TJ\e fiChGLng Verbal CH-4-E So a KiughE 
m Uw standard troop and ruga 
Jmiiler of the Marine Corps, 



wm developed to Marine Corps 
ipec* ntntnly to fit iho beach a jmu.Ii 
role, operating oh ship*. Knn^ohn 
Bay's machines are the Echo model 
■whlrli kjoproTod on Iho Delta spec by 
adding glassWare rotor blade*, 
oruh-altanualing seals and a rrash- 
resutani rue! ny-sion 
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JVbDvr Following n prefirghl briefing. I >1 Lieutenant Don Bclende r at KMM-2J2 
walks «ii jo eo-pilM his sir craft on * ireming mission, Typical Russians including 
trwp transport, rappelling. SKE, Are buekai and medcv.ic hope 

Right A crew chief gathers hi* in»rrtm cable before climbing aboard the 
aircraft 

r*r rtghl Tha iricnici/ radar bay open, the craw chief has s Lui-minuie 
coiumUntien with the ground crew before the mission 






















A Sea Knight iujei hack la (ha ramp 
■her landing at a halo pad. Unlike the 
ktSuUism, the 'Frog' eqnadrciRH 
Opiate mainly from the apodal halo 
pads, although they may uae the 
runway when die pads are hiuy. ar 
whan they need to go through the 
Bud Bath 








Left A different fcwid sf fire 
ruppiemon: the 'Frogr’ are often 
called upon lO put 0 lit hie*, hM least 
when tracer rounds ignite the grui 
and foliage over at the rifle range. 
The Urge fire bucket is dunked In (he 
see end then., o?er (he target, the 
wate r ta reSeased through a Talve 
arrangement, The bucket le attached 
to Lhttnircraft'B winch through the 
centre hatch, hnowrUo the crews as 
(he ’hellhole' 









l^gtalSPIE.rigging: Special Patrol 
IrasrtianfExiracuon i* a technique tor 
getting combat teams into and out of 
imaLl, hof areas where a landing u 
otipMijti]a. A special cable fitted with 
hoops ta lowered from the belo's hell 
hole' and the troops, wearing 
harnesses, attach themselves to it. 
They just have to hope that Ute pilot 
remembers he has them dangling 
helflw himl SPlE^rigging from the 
water is very rare. and no-one at 
K-Bay had seen n done before 







A Trogf in the Bird Bath: the aal<y sea air ereaMi iiUmtd* df eorrorionproblems 
to> M Hay's heloi. So incoming s--j hy buds" are often directed by ground cOhUdl 
through she Bird Bnth a rmi vF aulomaiic fioah water apt ays Her a Lr Col Geier, 
CO ol KMM-202,, has taxied into pcsiison and ei waiting a couple of minute* tor 
hsa*tup (obe hosed down before proceeding bus* ho ihn ramp 


&2 







Ttio dean .werah Iiiidi bach co i>.a ramp. Although the. ci«w cturif now har Uiq 
■ adfr door dawn, hi li npc-nd Umiiod and has to be dosed tar normal D:ght 
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The Sea Knight has boon Rorying Iho 
Manno Cprp* since Isfifi. and tt'senii 1 
constant care char scopa it shewing its 
age - Although the Coipn w.inu io 
replace li with the V -22 Osprey hit- 
rotor, at the time these pictures were 
ttikeh the future at the Osprey was in 
doubt, and the nuitntonnnce ere*™ 
Stnow they anil have to get & lot of hfe 
out of (heir old Sea Knights, The box 
on the wing Mob is * Bare and chaff 
dispenser 




Bofcu^r in Um HuwAtLan heat, i ho cimvi trap thtt engine covflrSu aide doo ra and 
real rampa open 1o prevem the aircraft turning tnia evtn* 
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Search And Rescue 

S*«dh and itaacus is the raapanaiMlicj 1 erf tfoo Station Operation and 
Macnum,met Squadron (SOMS). which alfto handles genucal *4rfipld openHiDUB 
SOMS haa fom o( the specially-oqLHppgd SAB vorwon of the HH-46D Sea Knughi 











Capt Roy EgmpjQr, our halo driver, 
wait* patiently for Utg ran of the craw 
id turn up, prior Is flying a practice 
mUabon where fte wU3 loamie 
swimmer* from the bay. Dim gf the 
ptir ka of the job is that SAK pilot* got 
lofty more hour* chan the average 
■frog' dnver two hops a day li 
typical 



00 








t&ut The SAK vemnn of (ha Sen 
Knighi ufitted with additional 
avionica and lyitemi including * 
T*dnt |U» Hi w4 a hflM! and 
approach coupler,, which mokes n 
easier So maintain station over (he 
W^el area 


Right A E-Bay halo Down by Capt 
Kompicr pula on an imprewre 
demonatf arieit of heiMung a liner Irem. 
a moving beat during Armed Forces 
Day celebrations at Sand Harbor, 
Honolulu. The Sea Kiughl is ideal lor 
thw sort ol manoeuvre ** (ho twin- 
nun make n leas prone to 
weilhercoc Icing. so the rescue can be 
performed in any direction 
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Above The Navy petroV rescue boat 
la doing about five know j uat 
enough Id maintain headway. The 
hefa Hunt By fcdcwny^ matching ®p 
boat 'a speed. Rotor wuli can cause 
problems, but is Less severe from the 
5c* Knighl'i r"to fan* thmn [tctiti 
singLe-rotor aircraft 





Grow cfriol S^t Ken Layton calls 
directions [□ tile piini « thohdo 
closes on the swimmers. The 
standard crew on SAB mus ions ta 


were previously droppedinto die 
i»*Sor with the holo at 'ten and ien' 
leu leei O( allitudo npid « spasrct (rf Mm 
knots 
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KIjIlI Ttuj crftw'iatfripirtnjr Li iho hui 

locotne up, having heLped the oiiifir 
people cjfii jsiip the harness 
S*ttiel:m*a he wJ] tag along with thp 
Iasi person tobe hoisted 

tuiK The CfaW ctuet stead™ the 
«blo, Even wih very smooth Hying 

by the- pdJM, that-n- ran be a fn:i linn rry 
far Iho cable to ftart b winging, which 
onulcl be dangerous for everyone 
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Rescued: votunlaeii from a Navy 
installation at K-Bay provide bodies 
for the 5AR teams to practice on. It ta 
rumoured that Kaneohe Bay is a 
breeding ground for hammerhead 
sharks, but this la rarely pointed out 
to (he volunteer* 
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There la iiway* ai laasl one aircraft and crew on standby. tleicoe misiiotis arc 
co-oidmaled vmh Lha leenl Coast Cuard and Navy installations, wilh K-Bay 
having responsibility ter die East raui at Qshti. Many people both miltrary 
and avtUbb Own ihoir lives to the 5 Afi crews 
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Sped*] equipment on the HH 46 
includes an externa] boom mounted 
to «pb!n Of Ultnig WO Itu |1 
300 feet per irmiuio, a rescue sixep 
end bubble windows Cor improved 
visibility. ]4 also earner a rescue 


life rafts, and an SK I % nighlnin 
wwcKlight 















Sea Stallion 


Lift Kaneohe Bay's CH.53D SuSuUianiuc operated by HMlMfc3. The 
Stallion's mainmission u cargo resupply, althoughthey wlU Mmeurfiea help out 
tho Sob, Knights with troop movements HMS-463 birds generally stay pretty 
clow to homo, butlhereis the occasional ship deploymentand hi month 
totanon to MCAS Fuienma, Okinawa, where they operates* Det-B 



Below Tho5oJ Sialhcm u the Marine Corfu'mamheavy tdi vehicle. Developed 
by Sikorsky as the S-65, It entered Marine Corps service in L9G6. Since then its 
undergone several upgrades, and the Delta model is now capable of hauling 37 
troops or 5000 lbs of pay toad 











[met [jr right Ctipl: Aron Gray, Inst 
pilot for HMJM63. checks the gauges 
dj rhe twin Cnnnrai Electric TB4‘GE- 
4 L 3 engines el the CH-S3D wind up eo 
full power Engine lef ts are 
eoittmctipllice ,u the: Sea StnJJions 
undergo cunstanl maintenance 


h«l The CH-53 E>‘b Irom office gives 
excellent Visibility m aU diraclLtma 
including down, Instrumentation a 
(SLity basic 

Mai Ei picture A Sea Stallion steals 
hoEtne laip. Takeoff* and landings ere 
generally performed on Ihe active 
runway, which runs right alongside 
HMH-4fi3's ramp 
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Main picture On these Iwn 'slick' Son 
Scnllim-j eh*? n bntjni?o of Up tanks 
reveals that they used re bo Alpha 
nnodni*. nine*? reworked with new 
engines and gearboxes in Delia 
specihraisnn. On longer missions 
they are ttnedwilh Uitexmii 3 L£ gidlar, 
1'jeL Lanka io increase range end loiter 
capability 

In»*i In the Right equipment office, 
spare bone domes and survival vesta 
wait ready Cor visiting 
er ewmeinbonr- K-Bny regulars 
generally have their own. kit kept in 
personal Lockem 
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The two-tone camouflage la the 
cur i on. I f.xahion nnddoei at least 
provide seme ruLu±[ tram Lhe 
sn onoCcmouH drab green. As they go 
through rework, all Sea StaUiona are 






















Right The M&kjpu Pcnineiila ia eSectiveiy notated from die t H i erf Oahu. The 
Nuupia Ponds to die nghl are crossed by only two roada, beih protected by 
galea and sentries. in (tie distance the Ulupeu. Crater provides a imtmrnEly 
sOundprcoEed arena tor the rifle range. During the war it held three 34-inch 
9 wu salvaged hem the USS Anions which -a is lurik during the raid an Pearl 
Harbor. However, they wet* filed only once hereto the eiuplacemeni cracked 
and it w.ts decided (he pimniita couldn't take the strain 
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Rig ht The main cotiiioL tgwor n ts 
Jitnp hangar 109. In 1849, do* 
replaced the onjiinl wartime tower, 
which was locaied At the lop of .1 small 
hiU At the centre of ilie peninsola 
called Puu Hawaii Loa but bettor 
fcjipwrt m Kahhj Tower 

F*f tight Ait TriflO: Control fATC> 
inf K- Bay ts handled from a mob tie 
tratlei parked alongside the control 
tower, Signal* are ted 10 if from radar 
equipment locnled on Kansa* Tewaf. 
Thi* i* capable of extending in gaia 
Tor 2SO miles, but the ATC aowi arc 
concerned mainly with traffic in a 
35-nule radio* 
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Marino Air Control Squadron 2 
provide* ATC tatUltles for MAC -2-J 
when it's m the Bold. Motile radar 
ia □itus kike ihii tun bo loaded onto 
ahips or tmcki, into iiuupon itrezdi 
like dw C-IW Heroulw. or slunfl 
below Sea Stallions, and deployment 
takes only minutes 
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Below Pjji of the CTOwi 1 ' conYfir*icn. le ihq F, 1 ft- 1 0 happens here, on the 
Operational Flight Trainer {OFT), Three targe video monitors provide the 
vlbuaI* night and dtisk only while bulks of computers, including many 
identical to those in die real aifarsh. simulate flight conditions. The JitmiLaiof is 
iuo4 mainly for navigational and ta*tnttn*n( training, emergency procedures 
and general 1imilistt»ut1on 

High* The OPT auniilntpr faithfully replicates the Hemw’i cockpit. The glass 
oockptl approach keeps huttons and switches to a minimum The aircraft uses 
iha HOTAS philosophy -handa on tin at tie and stick' moaning that moat 
aircraft functions can bq controlled uaing switch«n on ike two controls- Although 
it doesn't move, inflating seat cushion* help give an impreMinn el C-forces. and 
the system hooks up to the pilot's C-Wtt and safety straps for even mere realism 












Tho Oihkoih P-19ft fire liuckx of Iho 
Cwh Fire ft Robcup crow* ■u«id 
fo-tiily eg deaL with any eEnergtnetaa. 
rorlomleiy, their urvicw an rarely 
needed, and (he CxfcWa have (O btd 
cmiM with Iroquanl «icras«i to 
keep IhemdeLve* ihfup 


OtbiIb*! The main pump on (tie 
O-shicoBh a capable ot parting out SCO 
gallon* oE Elamo loUrrdanl foam every 
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The final cut 


The SlryhawJc used ta bti a hi miliar Fight at K-Bay, Far 16 years they shared the 
wnp vritii the F-4s now they' re aU gan*. The aircraft pictured here were 
periortnuig their Lut lew sortie* before shipping out toiever 
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Above and light TheSkyhawlu bitlongud to Mancie Air Logistics Squadron 24 
'Bandctp’. which is now without anemfi. The 'Sccmtan" wprn sued for a, variety of 
celes r Lududing training and » 'enemy' aircraft in mock combat. Wow when 
K-Bay't Homed go looking lot trouble Uiny nut it *rp wilti VC-1 "Blue Alii' A-4a 
and TAHs (rotu nearby Navd Ait Station Barbara Poinl 




































At the timo t.h<wu pictures wore taken, only CLve SkyliawSu iotnatne-d at 
All were destined for the Na^y (wo weeks lalor four had joined VF-127 
'Cylsns' al NAS Fallon and, one want Co VF-126 Bandin' ,n MlraTTwr They nil] be 
mod modify •» target tug* 











Left The Sltyhiiwka were ui great demand by Ihc fighte r iquadroa crew* while 
they waned l&r delivery <?E Iheir Homota. and by nihets who wanted 1o buiSid up 
Bhck rime on East jets 

Abeve Uitbtanbn of tho Skyhawka was pretty heavy, with an ivq rage ohwo, 
twe-ship lortieB a day right up to Uio day they Left 
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These Phantom Ha ha^e Been bettor cUyv froth oi-VMFA-Z3£ F-fSs. they tulina 
patch of if ante ground off the itde of the runway, used only by Craih Fire- & 
Koscuo teams to practice aircraft evaouatiom and firefighting 
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K&iyhungon <o its Phantom lid righita ihc and. VMFfl-212 Unrais' «u s*na<rf 
tha 3d.dC Irani Smu squudro™ Co lorn in in F-4£i tar He-raMa 
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VMFA- i 
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The 

ubiquitous 

Beech 

Ths UC-12B ii i nmnun light an 
Mai-itic Cgrpsatrfiold* those days. 
The military derivative at the &eqch 
Super King Air SOO, if* used mainly 
ioif ferrying Vjp* end culver genera] 
purpose work 
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‘Down in the weeds 
(and the water)’ 

The Eaihukii naming ground, up at the northern tip of Oahu, ls a large area ol 
foreHl and hills used by the Army and Marine Corps for infantry training, These 
gruels from I si Platoon, Kilo-3-3 {K company, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Manno 
KogtnmnO.getting ioady to defend i hill againsi an ‘attack 1 by thn 2nd and 
3rd platoon* 
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Inset A grunt from the 3rd Battalion 
iperts (ho M-lfl Sited with in M-503 
grenade launcher, Infantry units 
might spend anyOtling from two to ten 
cUfc in the field, having been 
dropped thereby CH-4fii Irom 
Kaneohe Say 

Mai n picture Digging in on HUJ 534, 
a member of 1 st Platoon puts up 
camouflage as the unil waits lo be 
attacked It turned out to be 
unnecessary the attaching units 
chose the wrong hill and were salting 
ducks for the Sat PLaigon, Uter Ihat 
night all units were Sown heme by 
K-ftay’i hales 
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Left D U ring M-&Q machine gun 
qualifications, grunls from Alpha and 
BrciT» Companies, 1st Bnttnbon. 3rd 
Marine Regiment don Bial-tavel 
MOPP gear. The Minion Oriented 
Prwpctivu Feature' eqmprtmnl is 
protection againat chemical warfare 


Right The US Marme Corps dOssn'l 
have special forces aa such, but the 
Rccon outfits come pretty close 
Qualified op parachulisis, diven and 
swimmers, they can lacWo jvst aboul 
anything. As part of (heir lelaudan 
trainuig. Rectus divers prepare to 
wade into (he anil on one *1 ihq 
Mckapu Peninsula r i beautiful 
beaches 






The Osprey 5UFERBASE series takes the 
enthusiast behind the scenes on the world's 
major airbases. Here’s what's happening on 
the Kaneohe Bay ramp today... 



SUPERBASE titles in print: 

1 NELLIS * 2 MIRAMAR * 3 RAMSTEIN 
4 DECI • 5 MILDENHALL - 6 CHERRY POINT 
1 KADENA * 8 FALLON - 9 YUMA ■ 10 BITBURG 
11 UPPER HEYFORD * 12 EDWARDS 
13 WILLIAMS ■ 14 FORT BRAGG 
15 NAVY JAX ■ 16 KANEOHE BAY 
Future SUPERBASE titles: 

EGLIN ■ NEW ORLEANS 
TYNDALL * KEY WEST ■ EL TORO 
COLD LAKE ■ PENSACOLA * OSAN 

Sate dbunhuion; (br ihc USA 

cfeJbmdfcwia/ j 


frinlNJ in Hanj Mmft 









